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Chief Justice. His reticence is all a matter of calculation;
he fears to commit himself on anything lest he should lose
votes. But popular opinion moves him. A year since he
believed that the country was fully committed to Radical-
ism, and under that conviction he became identified with
the Radicals, changing his previously expressed opinions
and acting with them until the recent fall elections. Those
results astonished no man more than Grant, and he has
felt uneasy under his hasty committals, while striving to
be reserved. Stanton, whom he dislikes, has managed
to get him committed, which he would not have done had
Grant better understood public sentiment. But in Wash-
burne and other little Radicals he has had surroundings
that controlled him.

I am becoming impressed with the idea that Grant may
prove a dangerous man. He is devoid of patriotism, is
ignorant but cunning, yet greedy for office and power. In
discussion, from time to time in Cabinet, when he has been
necessarily to some extent drawn out, this shadow of mili-
tary absolutism has crossed my mind. It struck me more
forcibly to-day when the military government of the South
was under consideration. General Hancock thinks he shall
want another regiment or battalion of white troops. Gen-
eral Canby writes a doleful account of destitution and
need of help for the poor. General Ord wishes to be relieved.
I could see that Grant was not displeased that Hancock
called for more troops, and also that the wish of Ord met
his approval. He gave Ord the credit of being very hon-
est, but unsteady and fond of change. Thought it best to
send him to the Pacific and recall McDonald to supply his
place. In the mean time, General Gillem would discharge
the duties. The President asked if Gillem could not as well
fill Pope's place as Ord's. Grant, who knew the President's
purpose, grinned and said he did not know how that was.
On the necessity of feeding the freedmen, especially re-
ferred to by Canby, and alluded to by the others, with a
very telling letter from General Gillem on the condition of